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Hi and welcome to faith with Petra.   

I’m Petra.  

The author and creator of this blog faith with Petra.  

And today I’ll be discussing this idea of who really are the haves and haves’ nots. Usually when we 

hear this phrase it’s associated with wealth and income. And the inequalities between those who are 

wealthy and those who are poor.  

From a biblical standpoint, this can be a stumbling block for many Christians because we expect to be 

blessed by God for being faithful to him right. We expect this division of wealth and income to favour 

those who are obedient and faithful to God, not to sinners and the wicked. They should be the haves 

not!  

Psalm 73 is a Psalm that explores this idea, It begins with saying surely God is good to Israel to those 

who are pure in heart. And that’s right surely God is good especially to those who are pure in heart 

so then why are God’s people experiencing this inequality and burden compared to those who are 

wicked?  

And then there will be so many verses stating that God will bless those who are obedient to him. In 

Deuteronomy 28: 1-2 in essence it says if you obey the Lord you will be set high above all over nations 

of the earth, Isaiah 1:19 – If you consent and obey you will eat the best of the land. Back to 

Deuteronomy where it says in chapter 30:9-10 The lord will prosper you abundantly in all the work of 

your hand, if you keep his commandments and statutes.  

So was God lying. No, the verses are true because ultimately God is our providence and God will 

provide for us.  

But here’s the thing you cannot singularly measure your success, and God’ favour on your life or God’s 

approval of your obedience by the amount of material wealth and income you possess, especially not 

in this fallen world.  
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But let me caveat that by saying wealth and riches and being a Christian and being faithful to God is 

not mutually exclusive. You can be faithful to God and be rich and wealthy as seen in the Bible by 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Boaz, Job and I could list of more. But unlike the prosperity gospel spoken 

today the evidence of this wealth is not a surefire indicator of God’s favour on you.  

And likewise, on the opposite spectrum this poverty gospel that having material possessions is evil 

and ungodly and that self-denial of material possessions is a means to be righteousness is false too.  

And as Asaph, the writer of Psalm 73 realises, it’s a huge error to base success on material wealth and 

health and such reasoning is a slippery slope. Although those who are wicked or unrighteous seem to 

have wealth now in this lifetime, it will all perish so where is value in cherishing and seeking this wealth 

that will fade away. But rather it is those who are close to god who value the relationship with him 

who will experiences his glory and riches thereof and that is what is of real value. That is what we 

should be seeking as a measure of success.  

And also another point I want to emphasis is that this world is not as it seems it is a fallen world 

because of the original sin in the Garden of Eden by Adam and Eve and the devil and his demons for a 

time has strongholds and kingdoms in this world that favour the wicked and uses riches to allure. So, 

I warn you that please do not look at wealth and riches and the apparent success and ease of those 

who are wicked and unrighteous and think what’s the point of serving God if those who are unfaithful 

are enjoying the best of life. It’s all a deception don’t be fooled.   

So, don’t look at material wealth and riches as you’re only measure of success. This life is but a breath 

and real success can only be found in seeking God and his kingdom. Matthew 6:20 says is perfectly lay 

up for yourselves treasures in heaven. Matthew 6:33 as I just mentioned says Seek first the kingdom 

of God and his righteousness and then all these things will be added to you.  

Ok that’s me. 

Petra signing off.  

 

 


